TOWN OF WINNECONNE

BOARD MEETING MINUTES

SEPTEMBER 24, 2009 - 6:30 p.m.

CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman Harvey Rengstorf called the special meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. at the Winneconne Town Hall, 6494 County Rd. M, Winneconne, WI.
ROLL CALL:

Supervisors Wm. Benedict, Dale Burghardt, James Eagon, and Chairman Harvey Rengstorf were present.  Also in attendance were Clerk Yvonne Zobel, Deputy Clerk Susanne Jones, Attorney Russ Reff, Attorney Emily Zimmerman, Darren Lett and Joe Leroy  Tom Snider was absent.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

NOTICE VERIFICATION: 

Clerk Zobel verified agenda notices were posted on September 22, 2009 at the Winneconne Town Hall, the Butte des Morts Lions Club Bldg., Butte des Morts Post Office, Wayne’s Piggly Wiggly and YDS Yarn & Fabric.  Notices were also e-mailed to Atty. Patrick Seubert, The Winneconne News and The Oshkosh Northwestern and posted on the Town website. 
ORDINANCE TO PROHIBIT MOTORBOAT OPERATION IN POSTED SENSITIVE WETLAND AREAS:
Attorney Reff reviewed the request from the Fox River Hunting and Fishing Club regarding the Town restricting motorboats from a designated sensitive wetland area within the Town. The area is owned by the Club. A Public Hearing was held on the proposed ordinance on August 20, 2009.   
Attorney Reff explained that after further contact with the DNR, it has been determined that the subject area is considered a river and not an inland lake. As a result of this determination, the DNR rules are less stringent. He added that all of the legal requirements have been met by the Club. A letter from Sheriff Brooks stating that the County Sheriff’s Department will enforce the ordinance was provided to the Board.  The plan is to prevent motorized crafts to enter the sensitive wetland area and destroy vegetation, but not to exclude the public. 
Supervisor Burghardt expressed concern that the Club was creating a private marsh. He added that he had not been provided with any pictures of damage done to the area, that posting the area would keep people out of a public waterway and plantings done by the Club were done at their own risk since the area is public. He further commented that he felt the town was setting a dangerous precedence and the proposed ordinance was not for the good of the public. 

Supervisor Benedict said there was a similar problem in the Butte des Morts area years ago at the location where the car bodies were placed.

 Supervisor Eagon said he visited the area and had no problem with the organization protecting a sensitive area. He added that, since the enforcement issue had been resolved by the County, the ordinance was a reasonable way to protect our resources.

----MOTION by Supervisor Eagon, second by Supervisor Benedict to approve Ordinance #004-2009 to prohibit motorboat operation in posted sensitive wetland areas with the conditions that the Club provides signage per NR 5.15 requirements, that posting is done per NR 5.15 regulations, that the signs are approved prior to posting by the Town Chairman and that all legal fees are paid by the Club; motion carried on a 3-1 roll call vote----
ADJOURNMENT on MOTION by Supervisor Burghardt, second by Supervisor Benedict at 7:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,




Approved_____________________

Yvonne Zobel, Clerk





Date:       _____________________
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