TOWN OF WINNECONNE
SPECIAL JOINT MEETING WITH WINNECONNE SANITARY DISTRICT NO. 3
BOARD MEETING MINUTES

JUNE 19, 2014 -7:00 p.m.

CALL TO ORDER:  Town Chairman Tom Snider called the special joint meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at the Winneconne Town Hall, 6494 County Rd. M, Winneconne, WI.
ROLL CALL: Town Supervisors Wm. Benedict, Dale Burghardt, Eric Lang, Matt Woods, and Chairman Tom Snider were present. Also in attendance were Town Clerk Yvonne Zobel, Deputy Clerk Elizabeth Knaack, Treasurer Lola LeMere, and Attorney Patrick Seubert.  Representing Winneconne Sanitary District were:  Jim Bassett, Jerold Olson, Howard Schneider and Sue Jones. Two Town residents were also in attendance.   A Board quorum was present.   
NOTICE OF VERIFICATION:

Clerk Zobel verified that the agenda notices were posted on June 13, 2014 at the Winneconne Town Hall, the Butte des Morts Lions Club Bldg., the Butte des Morts Post Office, Wayne’s Piggly Wiggly and YDS Yarn & Fabric.  Notices were also emailed to Atty. Patrick Seubert, The Winneconne News, The Oshkosh Northwestern and posted on the Town website. 
AUTHORITIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE TOWN PERTAINING TO THE SANITARY DISTRICT:

Attorney Seubert informed the Board that because he represents both the Town and the Sanitary District that it would be a conflict of interest for him to give advice to either entities.
Chairman Snider gave a brief history on the Sanitary District.  It included the following:
· Sanitary District #3 was created by the Town of Winneconne in 1972.  

· It is made up of three Commissioners serving six year terms

· The Sanitary District has powers like the Town Board, it is separate from the Town but operates in the Town

Chairman Snider also informed the Board the Town responsibilities pertaining to the Sanitary District are creating the district and appointing Commissioners.

Supervisor Lang stated questions arose during the recent appointment of Commissioners to the Sanitary District.

Town Clerk Zobel informed the Board she is trying to get the appointments back on track.  Some of the appointments were fulfilling unexpired terms.  She is acting on advice from the Wisconsin Towns Association.  
AUTHORITIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE SANITARY DISTRICT:
Sanitary District #3 Commissioner Jim Bassett outlined the responsibilities of the Sanitary District.  They include the following:
· Establishing Ordinances

· Hiring advisors

· Setting and collecting Fees

· Imposing fines for Ordinance violations

· Contracting for services and sewage processing

· Operating the collection system 

· Extensions of the Sewer system within the District

Supervisor Lang questioned where the documents for Sanitary District #3 were kept. 
He was informed they are kept at the home office of the Deputy Secretary-Treasurer as there is no space for storage at the Winneconne Town Hall.
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PRINCIPLES OF THE SANITARY DISTRICT:

Commissioner Bassett listed the principles of the Sanitary District.  They include:

· Equal, consistent and honest treatment of all citizens

· Protection of the District’s investment in sanitary collection system

· Protection of the District’s and Village’s investment in the sewage processing plant

· High level of maintenance of the sanitary collection system

· A sound financial state

CONNECTION FEES AND POLICIES:
Mr. Bassett stated the following regarding connection fees:

· The connection fee has been $14,800 for the past six years

· The original estimate by McMahon was that the connection fee would increase by $300 per year, resulting in the current fee of $14,800

· The assessment amount in today’s dollars would be $13,817 based on a consumer price index of 1.45 from 1998 to 2014
Mr. Bassett also stated that all cost of extending sewer is born by the property owner.  The pipe in front of a property is only a very small part of the infrastructure required to collect, transport, and process sewage at the plant in Winneconne. 

Supervisor Woods stated perhaps the term “connection fee” should be changed.  

USER FEES AND POLICIES:

Commissioner Bassett stated user fees are set annually in accordance with the annual budget.  

The current fee is $140.00 per quarter.
Chairman Snider informed the Board that the Commissioners serving on Sanitary Districts are paid a $50.00 meeting per diem for their service.
Supervisor Lang stated there seems to be a confusion of terms.

Commissioner Howard Schneider informed the Board he will be resigning from the Commission July 30, 2014.

Chairman Snider thanked the Commissioners of Sanitary District 3 for attending the meeting.

ADJOURNMENT:

The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted,                        


Approved_____________________

Yvonne Zobel, Clerk                                                              Date:       _____________________
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