TOWN OF WINNECONNE

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING

WINNECONNE TOWN HALL

6494 COUNTY RD. M 

WINNECONNE, WI. 54986-8639 

DATE: APRIL 15, 2014
                                                        7:30 PM
Town Chairman Tom Snider called the Annual Meeting of the Town of Winneconne to order at 7:30 p.m.
There were eleven citizens present.

INTRODUCTION OF OFFICERS:
Chairman Snider asked the officers of the Town to introduce themselves and state the Committees upon which they served.  Present were:

· Tom Snider, Chairman of the Town of Winneconne, Plan Commission member, District 25 Supervisor for Winnebago County

· William Benedict, Town Supervisor, Highway Superintendent, Weed Commissioner

· Eric Lang, Town Supervisor, member of Police and Fire Commission, Health and Safety Committee, Emerald Ash Borer Ad Hoc Committee
· Matthew Woods,  Town Supervisor, member of the Police and Fire Commission and Chairman of the Emerald Ash Borer Ad Hoc Committee

· Dale Burghardt, Town Supervisor, member of the Health and Safety Committee

Also in attendance were Deputy Clerk Elizabeth Knaack and Police Chief Brad Hanson. 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
VERIFY MEETING NOTICES:

In accordance with Wis. Statute 60.11(2) (b) notice of the meeting was posted April 11, 2014 at the Winneconne Town Hall, Butte des Morts Lions Club Bldg, the Butte des Morts Post Office, Wayne’s Piggly Wiggly, YDS Yarn & Fabric and posted on the Town of Winneconne website.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE APRIL 22, 2013 ANNUAL MEETING:

----MOTION by Matt Woods, second by Eric Lang to approve the April 22, 2013 Annual Town Meeting minutes as distributed; carried on a unanimous voice vote----

REPORTS:

Police Chief Brad Hanson reported that the year 2013 was fairly uneventful.  He stated he had retired from his full time job and was trying to be more of presence in the Town.  He reported that the old squad car, the 1999 Crown Victoria has been replaced with a 2014 Ford Interceptor. Chief Hanson assisted with traffic control for Carp Fest and other various events within the Town during the year.  He reported he is monitoring properties with an accumulation of motor vehicles.
Fire Chief Ryan Krings is attending a training session this evening, so Police Chief Hanson reported in his place.  Chief Hanson stated the new fire truck was in service as well as the boat that was purchased for water rescue.  The fundraising continues for the training tower.  He reported on the new radio system. 

Eric Lang further reported that the fire calls will text to cell phones instead of pagers.  These calls will be monitored at the station and they will know who is responding to the call and their estimated time of arrival. The updated technology will improve communications.
It was inquired of the Chief if he felt the new system was worth the money invested and Chief Hanson replied yes, there is better reception.  He further reported that the majority of the cost was covered by Winnebago County

The Building Report for 2013 was reviewed by Tom Snider.  He gave a brief comparison to the permits issued in 2007 and 2013.  He stated the Town is back on the path to growth.

Highway Superintendent William Benedict reported on the roads in the Town.  He stated Paulson Road was done last year and the Town is waiting on any other major road repair to see how this road holds up as a different process was used on this road.   Superintendent Benedict further reported on Sunset Trail.  He stated the road is going up and down and not the laterals as thought. In conclusion, he informed all in attendance that if they have any concerns with roads in the Town they should contact him.
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REPORTS continued:

Tom Snider presented the Town of Winneconne Annual Report. He noted there were no financial statements attached as the Town at this time is without a Treasurer.  He stated they hope to decide on a Treasurer April 17.  He further reported the audit for the Town had been completed and the report is forthcoming.
William Benedict stated a concern regarding road aids from the State of Wisconsin.  He stated the State allows $2,117.00 per mile.  The State was considering reducing the aids to $1,800.00 per mile, but the Wisconsin Towns Association and the Wisconsin Counties Association worked with the State to keep the current rate.  Mr. Benedict said he felt we are good and careful stewards of the tax dollars received as well as with the aids received from the State of Wisconsin.

The members of the Town Board thanked Mr. Benedict for a job well done.
OTHER BUSINESS:

Chairman Tom Snider asked if there was any new business from the residents.
David Roland, 6031 Lasley Pt. Road said he would like to recommend that the Board explore the method of appointing the Clerk and the Treasurer for the Town rather than the election process.  He feels it will allow the Board a better chance to evaluate qualifications for the position.   When the positions are elected, there is no chance to review any qualifications for those people running for the offices. 
Tom Snider stated the Town Board is sensitive to this subject.

----MOTION by Tom Snider second by James Eagon to recommend that the Town Board explore the process for appointing the Clerk and the Treasurer for the Town.
Discussion:

· James Eagon stated that he had attended an Annual meeting in 1997 where there was general support to make the change from elected to appointed positions but it was never carried through.  He fHe feels it would allow the Town Board to make the best match for the position.  He stated if the Board pursues this action, he wants the citizens of the Town to be informed on the subject and fully understand the referendum question. 
· Tom Snider stated the motion is advisory to the Town Board.   If the Board decides to move forward, there will be a referendum in the fall of 2014 and the change from elected to appointed would take place at the end of the current terms of the Clerk and the Treasurer in April 2015.
At this time a vote was taken on the motion via a raise of hands. Nine in attendance voted aye, two abstained stating they did not feel they had enough information to vote on the subject. The motion was carried on a vote of 9 ayes and 2 abstentions, motion carried----

James Eagon thanked Chief Hanson and the Board for improving a situation regarding vehicles and aesthetics.  He said he understands this is a difficult issue and would like the Board and Chief Hanson to keep an eye on the situation.  He also stated a concern about large billboard signs.  He would like to have the Building Inspector review existing and new signs to see if they are in compliance with the current sign ordinance. 
Chairman Tom Snider spoke about how funds to perform upgrades on roads are limited, however he is looking into how to secure more money from the State.  He also spoke about the Towns Comprehensive Plan and the need for updating it this year.  Residents will be receiving information on the changes and how they can get involved with the Comprehensive Plan updates.  Chairman Snider also reported that the Committee for the Winnebago Waterways is attempting to address the long term health of area lakes and waterways with a series of listening sessions around the Valley.  He encouraged anyone that would be interested to attend one of these sessions.  
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Matt Woods reported on the expansion of Charter Cable services within the Town.  He stated that cable is extended through the Ball Prairie subdivision but not activated.  He also stated that Charter Cable has no programs to allow acceptance of government funds.  For example on a $250,000 expansion, Charter would pay $150,000 leaving the Town to pay $100,000.  There is no program in place for them to use government funds to fill in the gap and this is a huge cost to bear for the Town.  He said his research into this subject has given him a better understanding as to where cable is installed within the Town. 
Tom Snider reported on the Town is working on a plan to address the Emerald Ash Borer.  Recently an Ad Hoc Committee had been formed.  It will take a large volunteer effort to identify the ash trees in the Town.  He stated chemical treatments can be done but they are not cost effective.  The Town will work with the County to get the trees removed.  The first public meeting will be in late May or early June.  This program is in its infancy and will take a huge investment of time. He stated that the Town of Winneconne is the first in the County to have a dedicated Committee to deal with the Emerald Ash Borer problem.  He commended Matt Woods and Eric Lang for their willingness to serve on this committee.  He invited anyone interested to be part of this undertaking to contact Matt Woods.  Any volunteers would be appreciated.
SET 2015 ANNUAL TOWN MEETING DATE:

---MOTION by Dale Burghardt, second by William Benedict to set the next Annual Town Meeting for Tuesday, April 21, 2015 at 7:30 p.m.; carried on a unanimous voice vote----

ADJOURNMENT:     

----MOTION by William Benedict, second by Jim Bassett to adjourn the meeting at 8:25 p.m.; carried on a unanimous voice vote----

Approval Date___________________________
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