 TOWN OF WINNECONNE

BOARD MEETING MINUTES

FEBRUARY 15, 2007 - 7:30 p.m.

CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman Harvey Rengstorf called the regular meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. at the Winneconne Town Hall, 6494 County Rd. M, Winneconne, WI.

ROLL CALL:
Supervisors Wm. Benedict, Dale Burghardt, James Eagon, Thomas Snider and Chairman Harvey Rengstorf were present.   Also in attendance were Clerk Yvonne Zobel, Police Chief Brad Hanson, Assistant Fire Chief Ed Quigley, Judge Donald Sleik, Atty. Patrick Seubert, Assessor Troy Zacharias, Monica Wicinsky from The Winneconne News and 7 town residents.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

NOTICE VERIFICATION:

Clerk Zobel verified agenda notices were posted on February 9th, 2007 at the Winneconne Town Hall, the Butte des Morts Lions Club Bldg., Butte des Morts Post Office, Wayne’s Piggly Wiggly and YDS Yarn & Fabric and notices were also e-mailed to Atty. Patrick Seubert, The Winneconne News and faxed toThe Oshkosh Northwestern.

APPROVE MINUTES OF JANUARY 18, 2007 BOARD MEETING:

----MOTION by Burghardt, second by Benedict to dispense with reading and approve Board meeting minutes of January 18, 2007; carried on a voice vote---

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Patty Angell reported the following 1/31/07 account balances:

         Citizens Bank      - Gen Operating Checking
1,076,637.06
          State Investment - General Operating 
195,990.64
         State Investment – Fire Protection
                                  6,067.47
         State Investment-Wolf Wilderness Trail
7,315.59
Correspondence:

· Clerk Zobel asked Board members to notify her if they want to be registered for the Town Officials Workshops scheduled this spring.
· Notification from Winnebago County that the variance request for Ralph & Lori Manteufel, Tax Parcel 030-1564, was granted with conditions. Notice on file in the office.
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Mark Henry, representing the Winneconne Wolf Runners Snowmobile Club, asked the Board to consider the use of Lasley Point Rd. and Ball Prairie Rd. ditch areas for the designated trail route.
Chairman Rengstorf said the issue would be put on the March agenda for deliberation.
TODD-BARTH ASSESSMENT APPEAL:

Richard & Victoria Todd-Barth presented an appeal to the Town Board per Section 74.37 of the State Statutes for an excessive assessment. The appeal letter was received by the Clerk on January 29, 2007. 
Mr. Todd-Barth reviewed the reasons for his request for to reduce his assessments on his 2 parcels.  Supervisor Burghardt asked Assessor Zacharias to explain the method of assessment for the particular parcels.
Zacharias explained that case law requires that more than 2% of the other tracts of land in the Town must be used for comparison. He added that the unplatted area in question was assessed using the Highest & Best Use Valuation Principle and the 4-3-2-1 Rule and both are standard protocol for this type of property. Zacharias mentioned that the parcels could be combined and the assessment would be reduced 
Mr. Todd-Barth stated that he felt the vacant lot was unbuildable.

Burghardt said that unless the Board had documentation that the lot was unbuildable, they would have to sustain the assessment. 
Atty. Seubert stated that the Statutes allow 90 days for a decision by the Board.

The matter was held for the March meeting. No Board action.

DISCUSSION WITH ASSESSOR ON CRITERIA FOR ASSESSMENTS:

Mr. Zacharias reviewed the list of parcels he had been given last month and discussed how he assessed each parcel. 
Burghardt said he was satisfied with the explanation of the assessments.
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WOLF WILDERNESS TRAIL:

Resident and Trail Committee member, Gary Petrik asked where the Grant Project for the new bridge was at.

Supervisor Eagon explained that the DNR has approved a Grant to pay for one-half of the new bridge and the Wolf Wilderness Committee has raised the balance of the money needed. Since the Trail is on DOT owned land, their approval was also required. DOT approval is pending a review by the DNR and the DNR office in Oshkosh is looking at the request. After approval by the DOT, the construction of the `bridge will be done by Metcalf Landscaping in the spring of the year.     

SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL PROGRAM:

Cindy Draws asked for the Boards support in the continuing effort by the Safe Routes Task Force to get a bike/walking trail along State Rd. 116 E. Draws explained that the DOT has made Planning Grants and Implementation Grants available to provide funding to make biking and walking to school a safer and more appealing transportation option.  She stated that East Central Wisconsin Regional Planning Committee is helping to write a Planning Grant application and that application will be reviewed at a meeting on February 27.  
Burghardt said that bike trails are required in Town plans for new subdivisions.
Eagon mentioned that the DOT will be resurfacing State Rd. 116 and a turning lane will be added at the Harbour South intersection at the Town’s expense. 

LETTER TO VILLAGE REGARDING GRANT ST SIDEWALK:
        owners agreement AND WRITTEN INSTALL & MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT FROM VILLAGE

Rengstorf said he felt that the Town should ask the Village to get the property owner’s approval in writing and suggested that the Village should also put the installation and maintenance specifications for the proposed sidewalk in writing before any work is started. 
----MOTION by Eagon, second by Burghardt to send a letter to the Village of Winneconne asking them to get the property owner’s approval in writing and to put the installation and maintenance specifications for the proposed sidewalk in writing before any work is started on Grant St.; carried by unanimous voice  vote----

approve new agent on liquor license for lake breeze corporation:
Clerk Zobel explained all criteria have been met for the new agent.
----MOTION by Burghardt, second by Snider to approve the appointment of Anthony Eilers as agent on the liquor license for Lake Breeze Golf Club LLC; carried on unanimous roll call vote----
intergovernmental agreement for recycling efficiency grant

Rengstorf reminded the Board that the intergovernmental agreement has been done with Winnebago County for several years to make the Town eligible for the Recycling Efficiency Incentive Grant.

----MOTION by Burghardt, second by Benedict to sign the Intergovernmental Agreement for Educational Efforts About Recycling-Wisconsin DNR 2008 Recycling Efficiency Incentive Grants; carried on unanimous roll call vote----

budget resolution to transfer from contingency fund

Clerk Zobel explained that $1000.00 was needed in the Illegal Taxes fund to pay on a tax bill due to an assessment billing error.
----MOTION by Eagon, second by Benedict to approve Budget Resolution Number 001-2007 to transfer $1000.00 from the Contingency Fund to Illegal Taxes to pay on Tax Parcel 030-0834; carried on unanimous roll call vote----

AMENDED FIRE DISTRICT AGREEMENT:

Eagon said he had taken the amendment request to the Fire District Board to exclude the “or 15% of the annual budget” from the Contingency Fund paragraph and they agreed to the change. The document is being corrected and circulated for signatures. 
Reports:



   Highway Superintendent: Road Conditions Benedict mentioned that the County had completed some 

    brush cutting and crack sealing. He added that work will be needed on the south end of Ontario St. 
    since a new private driveway is being added.
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Committees: Police & Fire 
   
Report on Police Dept. activities: Written report submitted to the Board by Chief Hanson.

Report on Fire District meeting: Eagon stated that Chief Bill Wright will retire as Chief on 
            March 31, 2007 and 1 application has been received for the position. Assistant Fire Chief Ed 

            Quigley noted that the DOT had asked to install a GPS antenna on the Fire Station and have the 
            Fire District maintain the antenna. District members have expressed concern over aesthetics, the 

            maintenance issue and the possibility of radio interference with local GPS equipment. 


 Plan Commission No report
Authorization for payment of accounts payable:
----MOTION by Burghardt, second by Benedict to authorize payment of the following accounts payable; carried on unanimous roll call vote----


Action Appraisers
15,698.00
Alliant Energy
592.31




AT & T One Net
2.89
AT & T
202.87




Baycom Inc
95.00
Board of Commissioners
58,667.94


Carol Beiser
50.00
Citizens Bank
1,444.86



City of Oshkosh
133.69
Condon Oil Co
45.10

Fox Valley Tech College
10.50
General Code Publishing
165.00

Josephine Henriksen
50.00
Oshkosh Office Systems
407.59

Patricia Beyer
50.00
Postmaster
78.00


Radtke Contractors
11,609.59
The Winneconne News
89.69



Thomas Snider
9.70
Tom Spierowski
957.70

Veolia Environmental Serv
   10,565.08
Wm Benedict
9.70

Winnebago County Treas
26,629.07
Winneconne Community Schools
51.78


WI Dept of Revenue
143.18
Wis Public Service
506.75


Yvonne Zobel
99.43



                                                           Accounts Payable              126,814.96


                    Payroll
                 5,340.87
         




    FICA/Med/Fed W/H
                 1,444.86


State W/H
                    143.18


January Tax Settlement
          1,080,871.54



Illegal Taxes
    1,649.46

                                    Tax Payment Refunds                13,704.45      
                                                                              Total         $ 1,214,615.41
Formulate next month's agenda items:
Adjournment on MOTION by Burghardt, second by Benedict at 9:09 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,





Approved ______________________

Yvonne Zobel, Clerk






Date:        ______________________
-3-
